HEATING
WO0OD FUEL

Do You
Have The
Resources?

Wood fuel is a bargain in
its raw form, especially if
large supplies are
readily available. Here’s
a look at the viability of
wood-burning systems
as an energy source.

by BILL CALKINS
Editorial Assistant
bill@greenhousegrower.com

UEL prices are returning to ac-
ceptable levels, and most fore-
Outdoor furnaces, like the Model 400 DCSS from Heatmor Inc., casts seem to project more rea-
offer performance features such as forced-air drafts, an ash auger sonable fuel costs this winter.
chamber and cast iron grates, and a large, water-cooled firebox Last winter once again reminded us of
door. They are constructed of heavy gauge stainless steel. : i

the importance of energy efficiency to

greenhouse operations, as fuel costs in-
creased more than 300% for some grow-
ers. Recent global factors such as the
United States’ reliance on foreign oil
during these unstable times have con-
vinced some growers to take another
look at one of the earth’s most renew-
able resource —wood.

Wood burning systems are not a new
concept, and outdoor furnaces have
proven to be a viable energy source for
wholesale growers for years.

Len Busch Roses, Plymouth, MN, in-
stalled a wood-burning system in 1977
that accounts for more than 50% of the
operation’s total BTUs. The system can
produce up to 13 million BTU per hour
at a fraction of the cost of natural gas,
says Pat Etzell of Len Busch Roses.
“Qur cost per million BTUs using
wood fuel is around $1.50 with 70% ef-
ficiency, versus $4.80 for natural gas
with 82% efficiency.” Other costs relat-
ed to the system at Len Busch Roses
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